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The Carding Mill 

 
The New Salem Carding Mill was built in 1835 by Sam Hill and 
purchased in 1837 by Hardin Bale. The Mill was moved to Petersburg 
by Hardin Bale around 1841. 
 
Sam Hill was New Salem’s most successful businessman. Mr. Hill 
was from New Jersey and came to New Salem in 1829 and began 
storekeeping. When other storekeepers went broke, Mr. Hill and his 
partner John McNamar (also known as McNeil) made money. By 
1835 Mr. Hill was a wealthy man. That same year Mr. Hill got married 
and constructed a carding mill. On May 2nd of 1835, Mr. Hill put an ad 
in the paper called the Sangamo Journal. It read: 
 
Wool Carding 
 
The subscriber respectfully informs his customers and the public 
generally, that he will commence carding by the first of May 
next. The machines are nearly new and in first rate order, and I 
do not hesitate to say, the best work will be done. Just bring 
your wool in good order, and there will be no mistake. 
 

Samuel Hill 
 
“Carding” was the process of untangling and straightening the fibers 
of a raw material, in this case wool, so that it might be spun into yarn. 
Carding had traditionally been done by hand. Mr. Hill’s machines 
accomplished the task by mechanic means using rollers that rotated 
in opposite directions, pulling and straightening the wool fibers. 
 
The fact that the wolf population declined enabled many people to 
raise sheep for wool. Each spring people would bundle their newly 
shorn wool in sacks fastened with thorns and made of bed quilts, 
petticoats, or any other material that they could find and take it to the 
mill. There was an upstairs loft called the “wool house” where the 
wool was kept. 



Sam Hill’s mill was very much a part of the countryside. The village of 
New Salem began as a small center of trade and industry that 
provided goods and services to nearby settlers. That was its very 
beginning. Local farmers first came to New Salem to have their grain 
ground at the grist mill. Then as the village grew, adding merchants 
and skilled tradesmen, settlers came to shop at the stores, buy 
hardware, and supplies, have their shoes repaired, have a wagon 
wheel or tool repaired. After 1835 people could have their wool 
carded in New Salem while they did other business.  Hill’s carding 
mill was just another way in which New Salem served the settlers of 
the countryside. 
 
Mr. Hill either carded wool for people or he purchased the wool and 
gave that person a credit slip to use at his store. Mr. Hill did quite 
well. In December of 1837 he sold the carding mill to Hardin Bale for 
$800.00. Hardin Bale, the second owner, came from a family with a 
history of operating mills. Mr. Bale was thought of as an expert 
machinist. He ran the mill for Mr. Hill before purchasing it. The mill 
was moved to Petersburg and expanded. A larger building was 
constructed. Iron cogs replaced the wooden ones and a steam 
engine replaced the oxen that powered the mill. The mill was turned 
into a “woolen factory.”  
 
Oddly enough, Sam Hill, who moved his business and family to 
Petersburg in 1837 bought half interest in Bales mill. Besides the 
store and carding mill, it is said that Mr. Hill invested in real estate 
and did quite well. In a report, “Interpreting 1830’s Storekeeping in 
New Salem, Illinois,” it is said that Sam Hill was worth $96,282.64 
when he died in 1857. 


